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Makharij Al-Horouf
Points of Articulation

The Definition of Makhraj z = :
In the terminology of Tajweed, the place where a letter is pronounced is called a

Makhraj z 7= (point of articulation). Makharij ¢ )& is the plural of Makhraj.

If a letter is not pronounced properly at its Makhraj, its pronunciation will not
be correct and the meaning of the word might change.

How can we find the Makhraj?
In order to practice proper pronunciation of a letter at its Makhraj, a helpful

rule is to preﬂx the letter with a Hamzah voweled with a Fathah d> |

b

or a Kasrah a,-—f and make the letter itself Mushaddad >Xi—s or Sakin oS\ —w and

pronounce it. The place where the sound stops with pressure is the Makhraj of that
letter.

Example;

u\ Hamzah voweled with a Fathah - the letter itself Mushaddad

< Hamzah voweled with a Dhammah - the letter itself Mushaddad

(-

Hamzah voweled with a Kasrah - the letter itself Mushaddad
Hamzah voweled with a Fathah - the letter itself Sakin
;ﬁ Hamzah voweled with a Dhammah - the letter itself Sakin

-] Hamzah voweled with a Kasrah - the letter itself Sakin

Practice: Use the same rule for all the Arabic Alphabet.
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The Main Makhrajs &—sJi z o0 &
The Detailed Makhrajs ki £ o)

The Arabic letters are twenty-eight 25 in
humber. Tajweed scholars add Hamzah as
another letter making the Arabic letters twenty-

nine 29 in number.

There are seventeen 17 detailed Makhraj of
the Arabic letters, and they can be sorted under

five © main Makhrajs.

Here we have a table showing the 5 Main
Makhrajs, their names in Arabic, the number of
the detailed Makhrajs associated with them, and
the number of Arabic letters.

The Main Makhrajs ()

Makhrajs (17)

Letters (28)

1- The Oral Cavity al-Jawf DIV | 1 Makhraj Al-Madd

2- The Throat al-Halqg ‘}i-;d‘ 3 Makhrajs © Letters
3- The Tongue al-Lisan b\;jl‘ 10 Makhrajs 16 Letters
4- The Lips ash-Shafatan o) |2 Makhrajs 4 Letters
5- The Nasal Cavity | al-Khayshoom  asiseI | 1 Makhraj Al-Ghunnah

Note:

We notice from the table that the number of letters does not equel the
number of Makhrajs, which means that some letters share the same Makhraj.
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1- The Oral Cavity: ( al-Jawf Hﬁ‘ ):

The oral cavity is the hollow portion of the mouth. It extends from the back of
the throat to the whole space in the mouth.

Al-Jawf is the makhraj of Madd Letters 4ot Oy
- Madd Letters: The madd letters are three:

1- Alif Sakin and the preceding letter bears a Fathah. (\;) Example: =
2- Waw Sakin and the preceding letter bears a Dhammah. (=) Example: —
5- Yaa Sakin and the preceding letter bears a Kasrah. (;—) Example: H
i Hamzah voweled with a Fathah - the letter itself Sakin
ET Hamzah voweled with a Dhammah - the letter itself Sakin
&) Hamzah voweled with a Kasrah - the letter itself Sakin
The word - ¢ . JJ S is an example = . _ . ..o, .
: I o p ST S
where we have all three Madd letters. Dl el Tl

During the pronunciation of Madd letters, exhaling occurs and therefore
their pronunciation depends on the air being exhaled. While the exhaling stops,
the pronunciation of these letters continues, and as the exhaling stops the
pronunciation also stops. Therefore we can not point the Makhraj exactly, and

we call it Makhraj Tagdiri & 2 ¢ —>= ( Indefinite ). All other Makhrajs are
Muhagaqgah &&= ( Definite ),

% The Madd letters are called:
al-Huroof al-Hawaiyah &g &y’ >3 (The Arial Letters),
al-Huroof al-Jawfiyah &—b @31 &y 51,

or al-Huroof al-Maddiyah &4\ &' (The Elongation Letters).

Note:

The elongation of these letters will be discussed when we study al-Madd
in the future Inshaa Allah.
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2- The Throat: ( al-Halq el ):
We have three detailed Makhrajs (3) in the throat and six letters (©)
originating from it:
1- Agsa al-Halq d.lJ-\ @aﬁ\ : the remotest portion of the throat (nearest to the chest).
- From this part , Hamza s and Haa —» are pronounced.

- Hamza s is lower than Haa —.

- We mentioned this portion first because the sound emanates from the inside
and moves toward the front of the mouth.

2- Wasat al-Halq d-U-\ Ly : The middle portion of the throat.
- From this part , Ayn ¢ and Haa ¢ are pronounced.
- Ayn ¢ is lower than Haa ¢.

3- Adna al-Halq d-U-‘ é;f : The closer portion of the throat.
- From this part , Ghyn ¢ and Khaa ¢ are pronounced.
- Ghyn ¢ s lower than Khaa ¢.

% We call these letters (s- 2 - £- - £- ¢ ):
al-Huroof al-Hahalgiyah Pl | < 5> (The Guttural Letters).

Practice: Use the same rule that we used before to make sure you are getting
the letter from its right Makhraj.
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3- The Tongue: ( al-Lisan gW‘ ):

The tongue plays a decisive role in the pronunciation of most of the Arabic
alphabets.
It is divided into five (5) psrte:

1- Remotest portion of the tongue. (Agsa al-Lisan Ll G’.éf)

2- Middle portion of the tongue. (Wasat al-Lisan oL L)

3- Right edge of the tongue. (Hafat al-Lisan al-Yummna  ga! oL B )
4- Left edge of the tongue. (Hafat al-Lisan al-Yusra & ywd! oL bl )
5- Tip of the tongue. ( Taraf al-Lisan Ll d,b )

The Arch of the Teeth

Before we start talking about al-Lisan, we need to familiarize ourselves with the
arch of the teeth. It is extremely important because it will enable the reciter to use
the exact place in the teeth for the pronunciation of a number of Arabic letters.

Name (Eng) Name (Ar)
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We have ten detailed Makhrajs (10) in the tongue and eighteen letters (18)
originating from it:

1- The letter Qaf & originates by blocking the passage of the throat with the
remotest portion of the tongue touching the opposite portion of the soft palate.
2- The Makhraj of Kaaf & is a little more toward the front of the mouth.

Practice: Use the same rule
that we used before to make sure you
are getting the letter from its right
Makhraj.

2

& B B om Bl Bl B
A I A N1

¥ We call these letters (G- 4):
al-Huroof al-Lahawiyah & st & %31 (The Uvular Letters).

5- The letters Jeem ¢ , Sheen 4 and reqular Yaa ¢ originate when the Middle
portion of the tongue touches the opposite portion of the hard palate.
4- The letter Dhaad _» originates when the left edge of the tongue touches the

left upper molar teeth.

Some people pronounce Dhaad from the right edge of the tongue and the right
upper molar teeth.

The Letter Dhaad is cannot be found in any other language. Therefore Arabic is
called the language of Dhaad.

Practice: Use the same rule that we used before to make sure you are getting
the letter from its right Makhraj.

2z P W w
R I B B R e B R R BRI

3% We call these letters (- i- ¢ - 02 )
al-Huroof ash-Shajariyyah & dl &5/,
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5- The letter Laam J originates when the edge of the tongue touches the gum
of the upper incisors.
©- The letter Noon ¢ originates when the tip of the tongue touches the portion

between the gum of the upper incisors (the Makhraj of Laam d) and the hard palate
(the Makhraj of Raa ).
In other words: it is from just inside the Makhraj of Laam J.

7- The letter Raa , originates when the tip of the tongue touches the opposite

portion of the hard palate.
In other words: it is from just inside the Makhraj of Noon .

Practice: Use the same rule that = J  Ji Jl poJi i |

we used before to make sure you are N T
getting the letter from its right Makhraj. ob ol "’% of ol "’%
S L L S L L)

#* We call these letters (J- & - )
al-Huroof ath-Thalagjiyyah e S Pyt

&- The letters Taa ¥, Daal s and Taa < originate when the tip of the tongue

touches the root of the upper incisors.
Taa L is the remotest one, then Daal 2 then Taa < which is the closest one.

Practice: Use the same rule that | b bi LI by bi bl b

we used before to make sure you are P Y
, o . S Y Y Y I Y|
getting the letter from its right Makhraj. : g
o ol Ll L)ool Wl L

% We call these letters (h- 2- <)
al-Huroof an-Nitiyyah Laladl &5 1 ( The Dental Letters).

7 UJU@#Q&L&!}’/Q’—#/@UWUD
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9- The letters Thaa ¥, Thaal > and Thaa & originate when the tip of the

tongue touches the edge of the upper incisors.

Practice: Use the same rule that = & LI Bi by LI bl b

we used before to make sure you are Y
. o . O - R L LI
getting the letter from its right Makhraj. : :
T B B B R B

% We call these letters (&- 3- &)
al-Huroof al-Lathawiyyah ‘u}-U\ <y ( The Gingieal Letters).

10- The letters Seen  p» , Saad » and Zai joriginate when the tip of the
tongue touches the root of the lower incisors.

Z 2
w £ wiw

Practice: Use the same rule that = e s
we used before to make sure you are _
getting the letter from its right Makhraj. P A

% We call these letters (- wa- J):
al-Huroof al-Asaliyyah il & 5 )

or al-Huroof as-Safierlyah & mmiall & 5’31 ( The Whistling Letters)

b e § A = 0 O o 2
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4- The Lips: ( ash-Shafatan gm' ):
Each lip is divided into two parts:

the inner wet part (not visible) and the outer dry part (Visible)

We have two detailed Makhrajs (2) in the lips and four letters (4) originating
from them:

1-@@13@]2@;@@4

a, The letter Baa < originates when the wet portions of the lips meet
and then separate while pronouncing the letter.

b, The letter Meem o originates when the dry portions of the lips meet
and then separate while pronouncing the letter.

¢, The regular Waw 3 originates when the sides of the lips meet making a
round shape. The round shape of the lips is retained while pronouncing the
letter.

2- By using the lower lip and the upper incisors:

The letter Faa <@ originates when the upper incisors hold the wet portion

of the lower lip and then the upper incisors are released while pronouncing the
letter.

Practice: Use the same rule that we used before to make sure you are getting
the letter from its right Makhraj.

o of Uw Ul Ul LI B T gl
R I B o Of Ll Oy Of Ol Oy
¥ We call these letters (- a- 9- < ):

al-Huroof ash-Shafawiyyah & 231 2y 1 ( The Labial Letters).

e 3 Al = 0 O o 2
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5- The Nasal Cavity: ( al-Khayshoom ﬁw‘ ):

We have one detailed Makhrajs (1) in the nasal cavity but there are no letters

(O) originating from it.

10

The nasal cavity is the Makhraj of - al-Ghunnah &—+J\. (Nasal Sound)

- Ghunnah is not a letter.

- Ghunnah is an attribute of Noon & and Meem a.

- The letter Noon & has a stronger Ghunnah than Meem a.

- All attributes originate from the same Makhraj as their letters except
Ghunnah which its Makhraj is different than the Makhraj of its letters.

- There are five level f Ghunnah:
1- Noon & and Meem a with Shaddah .
(p—0) ‘a..L..l S AL E) ‘b[,
- P Ko T R L
A P U SR L&hY}L{_@;_!Lﬂﬂsib‘?::}‘;w

2- ldghaam with Ghunnah: when we have Noon Sakinah (or Tanween) followed by
one of the following letters: Yaa s, Noon O, Meem a, Waw .

. +a~ . ' _f
((J e Lf) © ) *‘\'Lv‘ll“- \.‘:J..ML.:.L..»I' '1.;1;}
o 4 e ,f.f.-* = ;’I'-""}-f -"“' - .-J__.-

3- lkhfaa: when we have Noon Sakinah (or Tanween) followed by one of th@ Ikhfaa
letters — or when we have Meem Sakinah followed by Baa.
(B@dbbpagaipwjodigaa)+o ) (e+a)
M S € oSS 8y it
4- Ithhar: When we have Noon Sakinah (or Tanween) followed by one of the
[thhar letters — or when we have Meem Sakinah followed by any letter other
than Meem or Baa.
(Cécers)+e)(p+albutzp) ke

Frr /.-,.aa.ﬂf}r.-' T R
-z -
.0 fo- 0 s 0~-
Ol - O e
= ?

Lo gt 3450 Oy By
5- Nooh & and Meem awith Harakat: ( O O O -a a 8 )
Notes:
- We do not have Ghunnah in the last two levels (level 4 — level D).
- The elongation on Ghunnah is only two Harakas (2).
- We will discuss Ghunnah more after we study the rules of Meem
Sakinh and the rules of Noon Sakinah & Tanween .

e 3 Al = 0 O o 2
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Important Note:

Learn the proper use of Makharij from a teacher and
practice very well otherwise they cannot me mastered.
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